
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Black Defense of Freedom of Conscience  

and Amy Coney Barrett 
 

 

Fellow Americans, 

 

Every individual has the right to follow their conscience, a right that is a founding principle of this 

nation, protected by the First Amendment. As bishops, pastors, other clergy and intellectuals from 

the various Pentecostal-Charismatic and Full Gospel denominations we write to appeal to the 

sense of justice of every American, and to the American tradition of individual freedom. Our 

society benefits in immeasurable ways from service of people of faith, Republican and Democrat, 

in particular as they care for the needy. The right to serve through a variety of avenues, especially 

through public service, must never be hindered by discrimination on the basis of religious belief. 

As Christians, when we see others being abused and mistreated, we must speak out in defense of 

their rights. We must defend the rights of our fellow Christians, of people of other faiths and of 

those who hold no faith. Today we stand with, and speak in defense of, Judge Amy Coney Barrett. 

As black Christians we will not stand by in silence as our sister in the faith is persecuted for the 

“political crime” of her beliefs. 

 

We do not know whether she will be nominated for a seat on the Supreme Court of the United 

States, for which she is by all reports under consideration. But we do know that attacks on her 



 
 
 
 

 

Christian beliefs and her membership in a charismatic Christian community reflect rank religious 

bigotry that has no legitimate place in our political debates or public life. We condemn these vile 

attacks—which began three years ago during the process of her confirmation for the judicial post 

she currently holds. As the descendants of slaves we are particularly sensitive to acts of 

discrimination and we demand an end to this reprehensible conduct. 

  

Judge Barrett has a record as a lawyer, law professor, and U.S. Court of Appeals judge. She should 

be judged on that record, not on her religious beliefs or membership in a religious community, be 

it charismatic or otherwise. Contrary to the claims of some, this is no marginal group. Pentecostal 

and Charismatic Christians together represent almost 600 million people, or 8.5 % of the world’s 

population and almost twice the population of the United States. If Judge Barrett’s belief in the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit and in the moral convictions associated with the historic Christian faith 

disqualifies her for an office of public trust, then our American values of individual freedom and 

the right to follow one’s conscience are simply hypocrisy. The truth, however, is that the 

Constitution of the United States itself prohibits religious tests for public office. Those who say 

that Judge Barrett’s charismatic Christian faith—or ours—is a threat to the Constitution are 

themselves enemies of the Constitution. They are enemies of the freedom of the individual. Such 

behavior cannot be tolerated. We must stand in defense of freedom of conscience in principle and 

defend Judge Barrett’s right to practice her faith in particular. 

  

If Judge Barrett is indeed nominated to fill the current vacancy on the Supreme Court, we look 

forward to examining her record. We would welcome the opportunity to meet with her to discuss 

key issues of federal constitutional and statutory law, especially those that are most critical to the 

communities we are called by Jesus to serve, including the poor, the incarcerated, the immigrant, 

and the marginalized. We are eager to discuss questions of racial justice; affirmative action; voting 

rights; the sanctity of human life in all stages and conditions; marriage and the family; and 

religious freedom. 



 
 
 
 

 

We trust that all Americans, on the right and on the left, will accord Judge Barrett fair treatment, 
evaluating her judicial record and not discriminating against her religious beliefs. This is what 
individual freedom, freedom of conscience, demands. 
 

In His Service, 

 

Reverend Eugene F. Rivers, III 
Founder and Director 
The Seymour Institute for  
Black Church and Policy Studies 
CONTACT: 617-939-4625, e.f.rivers@gmail.com 
 
Reverend Mark V. Scott  
Associate Pastor 
Azusa Christian Community 
Senior Fellow 
The Seymour Institute for  
Black Church and Policy Studies 
 
Pastor Reba Dannastorg  
Imani Temple Ministries 
 
Bishop Talbert W. Swan II 
Jurisdictional Prelate 
Nova Scotia Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 
Church of God in Christ 
 
Kenneth D. Johnson 
Distinguished Senior Fellow 
The Seymour Institute for  
Black Church and Policy Studies 
 
Reverend Vernard Coulter 
Pastor 
Greater Victory Baptist Church 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Dean Jamal-Domonique Hopkins 
Dickerson-Green Theological Seminary 
Allen University 
Senior Fellow 
The Seymour Institute for  
Black Church and Policy Studies 
 
Associate Professor Alonzo Johnson 
Dickerson-Green Theological Seminary 
Allen University 
Pastor 
Universal Outreach Church of God in Christ 
 
Reverend Victor A Price 
Pastor 
Second Church in Dorchester 
 
Pastor Gerald Johnson 
Pastor 
Greater Harvest Church of God in Christ 
 
Bishop Stenneth E. Powell 
Jurisdictional Prelate 
North Carolina Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 
Church of God in Christ 
 
Malcolm Rivers 
Research Fellow 
Seymour Institute for  
Church and Policy Studies 
 
Elder John A Moore 
Virginia Fifth Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction  
Church of God in Christ 
 
Institutions are listed for identification purposes only and do not imply endorsement by the 
institution. 
 
Instructions to Add Your Signature: On the ‘Call to Action’ page on our website 
www.seymourinstitute.com, simply add your Name and Affiliation (For 
Identification purposes only as indicated above) in the box provided and click 
Submit. 


